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Article 14.

Equality before law.

The State shall not deny to any person
equality before the law or the equalpro-
tection of the laws within the territory of
India.
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Article 15.

Prohibition of discrimination on grounds of
religion, race, caste, sex or place of birth.

(1) The State shall not discriminate against
any citizen on grounds only of religion,
race, caste, sex, place of birth or any of
them.

8) Srdr¥ord (HEgY SEen, e
BaHer8 ©dES 14 30D $XmSSg
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Article 15(3)

- Nothing in this article shall prevent the
State from making any special provision
for women and children.
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Article 16.

Equality of opportunity in matters of public
employment.

(1) There shall be equality of opportunity for
all citizens in matters relating to employ-
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ment or appointment to any office under the
State.

(2) No citizen shall, on grounds only of religion,
race, caste, sex, descent, place of birth, res-
idence or any of them, be ineligible for, or
discriminated against in respect of, any
employment or office under the State.

5) % BF JHe (e, 08 56§§Ke‘§
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Article 21.

Protection of life and personal liberty.

No person shall be deprived of his life or per-
sonal liberty except according to procedure
established by law.
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Article 23.

Prohibition of traffic in human beings and
forced labour.

(2) Traffic in human beings and begar and
other similar forms of forced labour are pro-
hibited and any contravention of this provi-
sion shall be an offence punishable in accor-
dance with law.

(2) Nothing in this article shall prevent the
State from imposing compulsory service for
public purposes, and in imposing such serv-
ice the State shall not make any discrimina-
tion on grounds only of religion, race, caste
or class or any of them.
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Article 39.
Certain principles of policy to be followed by
the State.The State shall, in particular, direct
its policy towards securing -
(a) that the citizens, men and women equal-
ly, have the right to an adequate means of
livelihood:;
(d) that there is equal pay for equal work for
both men and women;
4[39A. Equal justice and free legal aid. - The
State shall secure that the operation of the
legal system promotes justice, on a basis of
equal opportunity, and shall, in particular,
provide free legal aid, by suitable legislation
or schemes or in any other way, to ensure
that opportunities for securing justice are not
denied to any citizen by reason of economic
or other disabilities.]
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Article 42.

Provision for just and humane conditions of
work and maternity relief.
The State shall make provision for securing
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just and humane conditions of work and for
maternity relief.
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Article 51 (A)(e) to promote harmony and the
spirit of common brotherhood amongst all
the people of India transcending religious,
linguistic and regional or sectional diversi-
ties; to renounce practices derogatory to the
dignity of women;
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Article 32.
Remedies for enforcement of rights conferred
by this Part.
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(1) The right to move the Supreme Court by

appropriate proceedings for the enforcement
of the rights conferred by this Part is guar-
anteed.

(2) The Supreme Court shall have power to

issue directions or orders or writs, including
writs in the nature of habeas corpus, man-
damus, prohibition, quo warranto and certio-
rari, whichever may be appropriate, for the
enforcement of any of the rights conferred
by this Part.

Article 226.

Power of High Courts to issue certain writs.
- (1) Notwithstanding anything in article
324%**,

every High Court shall have power, through-
out the territories in relation to which it exer-
cises jurisdiction, to issue to any person or
authority, including in appropriate cases, any
Government, within those territories direc-
tions, orders or 5|writs, including writs in the
nature of habeas corpus, mandamus, prohi-
bition, quo

warranto and certiorari, or any of them, for
the enforcement of any of the rights con-
ferred by Part Il and for any other purpose.]
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1[294. Obscene acts and
songs.Whoever, to the annoyance of
others,

(a) does any obscene act in any
public place, or

(b) sings, recites or utters any
obscene song, ballad or words, in or
near any public place,

shall be punished with imprisonment
of either description for a term which
may extend to three months, or with
fine, or with both.]

509 D ?o§5 (Ssedo... Sredmd),
S8 & md, 3?{&1@ o), Sogo
TR, KaSrE So° erdE
BoKBH8orr 8olHSSerd8E,
0935855°005¢°8 KodrEe 8§§§K€§ ?o‘sis‘)é)
oo DR 8er0ed HAD Q SHfaredd
BdIe... tns0ed Ioed8 Koo eéméééog
B, B0SrTe Eree 3)&0:‘556533.

509. Word, gesture or act intended
to insult the modesty of a
woman.Whoever, intending to insult the
modesty of any woman, utters any
words, makes any sound or gesture, or
exhibits any object, intending that such
word or sound shall be heard, or that
such gesture or object shall be seen, by
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such woman, or intrudes upon the pri-
vacy of such woman, shall be punished
with simple imprisonment for a term
which may extend to three years, and
also with fine.
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2[326A. Voluntarily causing grievous

hurt by use of acid, etc.Whoever causes
permanent or partial damage or deformity
to, or burns or maims or disfigures or dis-
ables, any part or parts of the body of a
person or causes grievous hurt by throw-
ing acid on or by administering acid to that
person, or by using any other means with
the intention of causing or with the knowl-
edge that he is likely to cause such injury
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or hurt, shall be punished with imprison-
ment of either description for a term which
shall not be less than ten years but which
may extend to imprisonment for life, and
with fine:

Provided that such fine shall be just
and reasonable to meet the medical
expenses of the treatment of the victim:

Provided further that any fine imposed
under this section shall be paid to the vic-
tim.
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326B. Voluntarily throwing or attempting
to throw acid.Whoever throws or attempts
to throw acid on any person or attempts to
administer acid to any person, or attempts
to use any other means, with the intention
of causing permanent or partial damage or
deformity or burns or maiming or disfigure-
ment or disability or grievous hurt to that
person, shall be punished with imprison-
ment of either description
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304B. Dowry death.

—(1) Where the death of a woman is
caused by any burns or bodily injury or
occurs otherwise than under normal cir-
cumstances within seven years of her
marriage and it is shown that soon
before her death she was subjected to
cruelty or harassment by her husband
or any relative of her husband for, or in
connection with, any demand for dowry,
such death shall be called “dowry
death”, and such husband or relative
shall be deemed to have caused her
death.
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306. Abetment of suicide.—If any per-
son commits suicide, whoever abets the
commission of such suicide, shall be pun-
ished with imprisonment of either descrip-
tion for a term which may extend to ten
years, and shall also be liable to fine.
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354. Assault or criminal force to woman
with intent to outrage her
modesty.Whoever assaults or uses crimi-
nal force to any woman, intending to out-
rage or knowing it to be likely that he will
there by outrage her modesty, 1[shall be
punished with imprisonment of either
description for a term which shall not be
less than one year but which may extend
to five years, and shall also be liable to
fine].

1. Subs. by Act 13 of 2013, s. 6, for
"shall be punished with imprisonment of
either description for a term which may
extend to two years, or with fine, or with
both" (w.e.f. 3-2-2013).

2. Ins. by s. 7, ibid. (w.e.f. 3-2-2013).
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2[354A. Sexual harassment and pun-
ishment for sexual harassment.(1) A man
committing any of the following acts

(i) physical contact and advances
involving unwelcome and explicit sexual
overtures; or

(i) a demand or request for sexual
favours; or

(iif) showing pornography against the
will of a woman; or

(iv) making sexually coloured remarks,

shall be guilty of the offence of sexual
harassment.

(2) Any man who commits the offence
specified in clause (i) or clause (ii) or
clause (iii) of sub-section (1) shall be pun-
ished with rigorous imprisonment for a
term which may extend to three years, or
with fine, or with both.

(3) Any man who commits the offence
specified in clause (iv) of sub-section (1)
shall be punished with imprisonment of
either description for a term which may
extend to one year, or with fine, or with
both.
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354B. Assault or use of criminal force
to woman with intent to disrobe.Any man
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who assaults or uses criminal force to any
woman or abets such act with the intention
of disrobing or compelling her to be naked,
shall be punished with imprisonment of
either description for a term which shall
not be less than three years but which
may extend to seven years, and shall also
be liable to fine.
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354C. Voyeurism.Any man who watch-
es, or captures the image of a woman
engaging in a private act in circumstances
where she would usually have the expec-
tation of not being observed either by the
perpetrator or by any other person at the
behest of the perpetrator or disseminates
such image shall be punished on first con-
viction with imprisonment of either descrip-
tion for a term which shall not be less than
one year, but which may extend to three
years, and shall also be liable to fine, and
be punished on a second or subsequent
conviction, with imprisonment of either
description for a term which shall not be
less than three years, but which may
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extend to seven years, and shall also be
liable to fine.

Explanation 1: For the purpose of this
section, "private act" includes an act of
watching carried out in a place which, in
the circumstances, would reasonably be
expected to provide privacy and where the
victim's genitals, posterior or breasts are
exposed or covered only in underwear; or
the victim is using a lavatory; or the victim
is doing a sexual act that is not of a kind
ordinarily done in public. 80

&%, OTREIO Explanation 2: Where the victim con-
ORI, sents to the capture of the images or any
2% Boeo... act, but not to their dissemination to third
EDDOTD persons and where such image or act is
0%, BpToo disseminated, such dissemination shall be
©®652Rows0... . ) .
considered an offence under this section.
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354D. Stalking.(1) Any man who

(i) follows a woman and contacts, or
attempts to contact such woman to foster
personal interaction repeatedly despite a
clear indication of disinterest by such
woman; or
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(i) monitors the use by a woman of the
internet, email or any other form of elec-
tronic communication,

commits the offence of stalking:

Provided that such conduct shall not
amount to stalking if the man who pursued
it proves that

(i) it was pursued for the purpose of
preventing or detecting crime and the man
accused of stalking had been entrusted
with the responsibility of prevention and
detection of crime by the State; or

(ii) it was pursued under any law or to
comply with any condition or requirement
imposed by any person under any law; or

(iii) in the particular circumstances such
conduct was reasonable and justified.

(2) Whoever commits the offence of
stalking shall be punished on first convic-
tion with imprisonment of either description
for a term which may extend to three
years, and shall also be liable to fine; and
be punished on a second or subsequent
conviction, with imprisonment.
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366. Kidnapping, abducting or inducing
woman to compel her marriage, etc.
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—Whoever kidnaps or abducts any
woman with intent that she may be com-
pelled, or knowing it to be likely that she
will be compelled, to marry any person
against her will, or in order that she may
be forced or seduced to illicit intercourse,
or knowing it to be likely that she will be
forced or seduced to illicit intercourse,
shall be punished with imprisonment of
either description for a term which may
extend to ten years, and shall also be
liable to fine; 1[and whoever, by means of
criminal intimidation as defined in this
Code or of abuse of authority or any other
method of compulsion, induces any
woman to go from any place with intent
that she may be, or knowing that it is likely
that she will be, forced or seduced to illicit
intercourse with another person shall also
be punishable as aforesaid)].
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366A. Procuration of minor girl.—
Whoever, by any means whatsoever,
induces any minor girl under the age of
eighteen years to go from any place or to
do any act with intent that such girl may
be, or knowing that it is likely that she will
be, forced or seduced to illicit intercourse
with another person shall be punishable
with imprisonment which may extend to
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ten years, and shall also be liable to fine.
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Explanation 1: The expression
"exploitation” shall include any act of phys-
ical exploitation or any form of sexual
exploitation, slavery or practices similar to
slavery, servitude, or the forced removal of
organs.

Explanation 2: The consent of the vic-
tim is immaterial in determination of the
offence of trafficking.

(2)Whoever commits the offence of traf-
ficking shall be punished with rigorous
imprisonment for a term which shall not be
less than seven years, but which may
extend to ten years, and shall also be
liable to fine.

(3) Where the offence involves the traf-
ficking of more than one person, it shall be
punishable with rigorous imprisonment for
a term which shall not be less than ten
years but which may extend to imprison-
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ment for life, and shall also be liable to
fine.

(4) Where the offence involves the traf-
ficking of a minor, it shall be punishable
with rigorous imprisonment for a term
which shall not be less than ten years, but
which may extend to imprisonment for life,
and shall also be liable to fine.

(5) Where the offence involves the traf-
ficking of more than one minor, it shall be
punishable with rigorous imprisonment for
a term which shall not be less than four-
teen years, but which may extend to
imprisonment for life, and shall also be
liable to fine.

(6) If a person is convicted of the
offence of trafficking of minor on more
than one occasion, then such person shall
be punished with imprisonment for life,
which shall mean imprisonment for the
remainder of that person's natural life, and
shall also be liable to fine.

(7) When a public servant or a police
officer is involved in the trafficking of any
person then, such public servant or police
officer shall be punished with imprison-
ment for life, which shall mean imprison-
ment for the remainder of that person's
natural life, and shall also be liable to fine.
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372. Selling minor for purposes of prosti-
tution, etc.—Whoever sells, lets to hire, or
otherwise disposes of any 2[person under
the age of eighteen years with intent that
such person shall at any age be employed
or used for the purpose of prostitution or
illicit intercourse with any person or for any
unlawful and immoral purpose, or knowing it
to be likely that such person will at any age
be] employed or used for any such purpose,
shall be punished with imprisonment of
either description for a term which may
extend to ten years, and shall also be liable
to fine.

Explanation I: When a female under the
age of eighteen years is sold, let for hire, or
otherwise disposed of to a prostitute or to
any person who keeps or manages a broth-
el, the person so disposing of such female
shall, until the contrary is proved, be pre-
sumed to have disposed of her with the
intent that she shall be used for the purpose
of prostitution.

Explanation Il.—For the purposes of this
section “illicit intercourse” means sexual
intercourse between persons not united by
marriage or by any union or tie which,
though not amounting to a marriage, is
recognised by the personal law or custom
of the community to which they belong or,
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where they belong to different communities,
of both such communities, as constituting
between them a quasi-marital relation.
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IPC 373. Buying minor for purposes of
prostitution, etc.

—Whoever buys, hires or otherwise
obtains possession of any 2[person under
the age of eighteen years with intent that
such person shall at any age be employed
or used for the purpose of prostitution or
illicit intercourse with any person or for any
unlawful and immoral purpose, or knowing
it to be likely that such person will at any
age be] employed or used for any such pur-
pose, shall be punished with imprisonment
of either description for a term which may
extend to ten years, and shall also be liable
to fine.
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376. Punishment for rape.—(1) Whoever,
except in the cases provided for in sub-sec-

BaH ) ¢ 61

ORI SO $I0Y
20DHODEBE0 25HS...
O DODHODRD BB
DR FsBog S’
£D0 B0 SoB5S!

- ¢599) HoOdS



28 ey D2oHOo
806568 BopTeH

AR, aod!

O, 25 2.8 DD,

28 250D, 8 30IPRTLD
5985 3300 Swe OBHRHO
B0 o3Py 59508
OBER, OIS0,
©85355:0 5dAod!

tion (2), commits rape, shall be punished
with rigorous imprisonment of either
description for a term which 1[shall not be
less than ten years, but which may extend
to imprisonment for life, and shall also be
liable to fine].
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(a) being a police officer, commits
rape—

(i) within the limits of the police station
to which such police officer is appointed; or

i) in the premises of any station house;
or

(iif) on a woman in such police officer's
custody or in the custody of a police officer
subordinate to such police officer; or

(b) being a public servant, commits rape
on a woman in such public servant's cus-
tody or in the custody of a public servant
subordinate to such public servant; or

(c) being a member of the armed forces
deployed in an area by the Central or a
State Government commits rape in such
area; or

(d) being on the management or on the
staff of a jail, remand home or other place
of custody established by or under any law
for the time being in force or of a women's
or children's institution, commits rape on
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any inmate of such jail, remand home,
place or institution; or

e) being on the management or on the
staff of a hospital, commits rape on a
woman in that hospital; or

(f) being a relative, guardian or teacher
of, or a person in a position of trust or
authority towards the woman, commits
rape on such woman; or

(g) commits rape during communal or
sectarian violence; or

(h) commits rape on a woman knowing
her to be pregnant; or

(j) commits rape, on a woman incapable
of giving consent; or

(K) being in a position of control or domi-
nance over a woman, commits rape on
such woman; or

(I) commits rape on a woman suffering
from mental or physical disability; or

(m) while committing rape causes griev-
ous bodily harm or maims or disfigures or
endangers the life of a woman; or

(n) commits rape repeatedly on the
same woman,

shall be punished with rigorous impris-
onment for a term which shall not be less
than ten years, but which may extend to
imprisonment for life, which shall mean
imprisonment for the remainder of that per-
son's natural life, and shall also be liable to
fine.
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(3) Whoever, commits rape on a woman
under sixteen years of age shall be punished
with rigorous imprisonment for a term which
shall not be less than twenty years, but which
may extend to imprisonment for life, which
shall mean imprisonment for the remainder of
that person's natural life, and shall also be
liable to fine.

Provided that such fine shall be just and
reasonable to meet the medical expenses
and rehabilitation of the victim:
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376A. Punishment for causing death or
resulting in persistent vegetative state of vic-
tim.—

Whoever, commits an offence punishable
under sub-section (1) or sub-section (2) of
section 376 and in the course of such com-
mission inflicts an injury which causes the
death of the woman or causes the woman to
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be in a persistent vegetative state, shall be
punished with rigorous imprisonment for a
term which shall not be less than twenty
years, but which may extend to imprison-
ment for life, which shall mean imprison-
ment for the remainder of that person's nat-
ural life, or with death.
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[376AB. Punishment for rape on woman
under twelve years of age.—Whoever, com-
mits rape on a woman under twelve years
of age shall be punished with rigorous
imprisonment for a term which shall not be
less than twenty years, but which may
extend to imprisonment for life, which shall
mean imprisonment for the remainder of
that person's natural life, and with fine or
with death:

Provided that such fine shall be just and
reasonable to meet the medical expenses
and rehabilitation of the victim: Provided
further that any fine imposed under this
section shall be paid to the victim.]
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376B. Sexual intercourse by husband
upon his wife during separation.—Whoever
has sexual intercourse with his own wife,
who is living separately, whether under a
decree of separation or otherwise, without
her consent, shall be punished with impris-
onment of either description for a term
which shall not be less than two years but
which may extend to seven years, and shall
also be liable to fine.
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376D. Gang rape.—Where a woman is
raped by one or more persons constituting
a group or acting in furtherance of a com-
mon intention, each of those persons shall
be deemed to have committed the offence
of rape and shall be punished with rigorous
imprisonment for a term which shall not be
less than twenty years, but which may
extend to life which shall mean imprison-
ment for the remainder of that person's nat-
ural life, and with fine:

Provided that such fine shall be just and
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reasonable to meet the medical expenses
and rehabilitation of the victim

Provided further that any fine imposed
under this section shall be paid to the vic-
tim.

376DA. Punishment for gang rape on
woman under sixteen years of age.—Where
a woman under sixteen years of age is
raped by one or more persons constituting
a group or acting in furtherance of a com-
mon intention, each of those persons shall
be deemed to have committed the offence
of rape and shall be punished with impris-
onment for life, which shall mean imprison-
ment for the remainder of that person's nat-
ural life, and with fine:

Provided that such fine shall be just and
reasonable to meet the medical expenses
and rehabilitation of the victim:

Provided further that any fine imposed
under this section shall be paid to the vic-
tim.

376DB. Punishment for gang rape on
woman under twelve years of age.—Where
a woman under twelve years of age is
raped by one or more persons constituting
a group or acting in furtherance of a com-
mon intention, each of those persons shall
be deemed to have committed the offence
of rape and shall be punished with impris-
onment for life, which shall mean imprison-
ment for the remainder of that person's nat-
ural life, and with fine, or with death:

Provided that such fine shall be just and
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reasonable to meet the medical expenses
and rehabilitation of the victim:

Provided further that any fine imposed
under this section shall be paid to the vic-
tim.
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376E. Punishment for repeat offend-
ers.—Whoever has been previously convict-
ed of an offence punishable under section
376 or section 376A or 1[section 376AB or
section 376D or section 376DA or section
376DB,] and is subsequently convicted of
an offence punishable under any of the said
sections shall be punished with imprison-
ment for life which shall mean imprisonment
for the remainder of that person's natural
life, or with death.

odires GonE Joreo- 1S 37T

QR VAo Hs°do soHowe, wdidre
£omrorRE FrodSeaond, wtndodd Soee
K)&S%’Q S8 Ben, 208w DHOB Den &3 ?ogs
(se80 6oh.

377. Unnatural offences.—Whoever vol-
untarily has carnal intercourse against the
order of nature with any man, woman or
animal, shall be punished with [imprison-
ment for life], or with imprisonment of either
description for a term which may extend to
ten years, and shall also be liable to fine.
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A. PENETRATIVE SEXUAL
ASSAULT AND PUNISHMENT THERE-
FOR

3. Penetrative sexual assault.—A
person is said to commit "penetrative
sexual assault" if—

(a) he penetrates his penis, to any
extent, into the vagina, mouth, urethra
or anus of a child or makes the child to
do so with him or any other person; or

(b) he inserts, to any extent, any
object or a part of the body, not being
the penis, into the vagina, the urethra
or anus of the child or makes the child
to do so with him or any other person;
or

(c) he manipulates any part of the
body of the child so as to cause pene-
tration into the vagina, urethra, anus or
any part of body of the child or makes
the child to do so with him or any other-
person; or
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(d) he applies his mouth to the penis,
vagina, anus, urethra of the child or makes
the child to do so to such person or any
other person.

4. Punishment for penetrative sexual
assault.—Whoever commits penetrative
sexual assault shall be punished with
imprisonment of either description for a
term which shall not be less than seven
years but which may extend to imprison-
ment for life, and shall also be liable to
fine.
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A.—PENETRATIVE SEXUAL ASSAULT
AND PUNISHMENT THEREFOR

3. Penetrative sexual assault.—A per-
son is said to commit "penetrative sexual
assault" if—

(a) he penetrates his penis, to any
extent, into the vagina, mouth, urethra or
anus of a child or makes the child to do so
with him or any other person; or

(b) he inserts, to any extent, any object
or a part of the body, not being the penis,
into the vagina, the urethra or anus of the
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child or makes the child to do so with him
or any other person; or

(c) he manipulates any part of the body
of the child so as to cause penetration into
the vagina, urethra, anus or any part of
body of the child or makes the child to do
so with him or any other person; or

(d) he applies his mouth to the penis,
vagina, anus, urethra of the child or makes
the child to do so to such person or any
other person.

4. Punishment for penetrative sexual
assault.—Whoever commits penetrative
sexual assault shall be punished with
imprisonment of either description for a
term which shall not be less than seven
years but which may extend to imprison-
ment for life, and shall also be liable to
fine.
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B.—AGGRAVATED PENETRATIVE
SEXUAL ASSAULT AND PUNISHMENT
THEREFOR

5. Aggravated penetrative sexual
assault.—(a) Whoever, being a police offi-
cer, commits penetrative sexual assault on
a child

(i) within the limits of the police station
or premises at which he is appointed; or

(i) in the premises of any station house,
whether or not situated in the police sta-
tion, to which he is appointed; or

(iii) in the course of his duties or other-
wise; or

(iv) where he is known as, or identified
as, a police officer; or

(b) whoever being a member of the
armed forces or security forces commits
penetrative sexual assault on a child—

(i) within the limits of the area to which
the person is deployed; or

(i) in any areas under the command of
the forces or armed forces; or

(iii) in the course of his duties or other-
wise; or

(iv) where the said person is known or
identified as a member of the security or
armed forces; or
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(c) whoever being a public servant
commits penetrative sexual assault on a
child; or

(d) whoever being on the management
or on the staff of a jail, remand home, pro-
tection home, observation home, or other
place of custody or care and protection
established by or under any law for the
time being in force, commits penetrative
sexual assault on a child, being inmate of
such jail, remand home, protection home,
observation home, or other place of cus-
tody or care and protection; or

(e) whoever being on the management
or staff of a hospital, whether Government
or private, commits penetrative sexual
assault on a child in that hospital; or

(f) whoever being on the management
or staff of an educational institution or reli-
gious institution, commits penetrative sex-
ual assault on a child in that institution; or

(g) whoever commits gang penetrative
sexual assault on a child.

Explanation.—When a child is subject-
ed to sexual assault by one or more per-
sons of a group in furtherance of their
common intention, each of such persons
shall be deemed to have committed gang
penetrative sexual assault within the
meaning of this clause and each of such
person shall be liable for that act in the
same manner as if it were done by him
alone; or

B0 ¢ 75

“SoD5e58 dtjo H0od
(So3REFOOLER)
55, QDA SB23RH...
$H0eHTeB ©OBe 5DV
D2EONHO FRDOTI0 O,
DT o507
- &bereere o0
(SPBS Bende00d Ho2R)



Bo@8 aprao
$98 HHowo
DBBEOE

Eletat)l

(h) whoever commits penetrative sexual
assault on a child using deadly weapons,
fire, heated substance or corrosive sub-
stance; or

(i) whoever commits penetrative sexual
assault causing grievous hurt or causing
bodily harm and injury or injury to the sex-
ual organs of the child; or

() whoever commits penetrative sexual
assault on a child, which—

(i) physically incapacitates the child or
causes the child to become mentally ill as
defined under clause (b) of section 2 of
the Mental Health Act, 1987 (14 of 1987)
or causes impairment of any kind so as to
render the child unable to perform regular
tasks, temporarily or permanently; or

(i) in the case of female child, makes
the child pregnant as a consequence of
sexual assault;

(iii) inflicts the child with Human
Immunodeficiency Virus or any other life
threatening disease or Infection which may
either temporarily or permanently impair
the child by rendering him physically inca-
pacitated, or mentally ill to perform regular
tasks; or

(k) whoever, taking advantage of a
child's mental or physical disability, com-
mits penetrative sexual assault on the
child; or

() whoever commits penetrative sexual
assault on the child more than once or
repeatedly; or
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(m) whoever commits penetrative sexu-
al assault on a child below twelve years;
or

(n) whoever being a relative of the child
through blood or adoption or marriage or
guardianship or in foster care or having a
domestic relationship with a parent of the
child or who is living in the same or shared
household with the child, commits penetra-
tive sexual assault on such child; or

(o) whoever being, in the ownership, or
management, or staff, of any institution
providing services to the child, commits
penetrative sexual assault on the child; or

(p) whoever being in a position of trust
or authority of a child commits penetrative
sexual assault on the child in an institution
or home of the child or anywhere else; or

(q) whoever commits penetrative sexual
assault on a child knowing the child is
pregnant; or

(r) whoever commits penetrative sexual
assault on a child and attempts to murder
the child; or

(s) whoever commits penetrative sexual
assault on a child in the course of commu-
nal or sectarian violence; or

(t) whoever commits penetrative sexual
assault on a child and who has been pre-
viously convicted of having committed any
offence under this Act or any sexual
offence punishable under any other law for
the time being in force; or
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6

(u) whoever commits penetrative sexual
assault on a child and makes the child to
strip or parade naked in public, is said to
commit aggravated penetrative sexual
assault.
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6. Punishment for aggravated penetra-
tive sexual assault.—Whoever, commits
aggravated penetrative sexual assault,
shall be punished with rigorous imprison-
ment for a term which shall not be less
than ten years but which may extend to
imprisonment for life and shall also be
liable to fine.
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C. SEXUAL ASSAULT AND PUNISH-
MENT THEREFOR

7. Sexual assault.—Whoever, with sex-
ual intent touches the vagina, penis, anus
or breast of the child or makes the child
touch the vagina, penis, anus or breast of
such person or any other person, or does
any other act with sexual intent which
involves physical contact without penetra-
tion is said to commit sexual assault.

8. Punishment for sexual assault.—
Whoever, commits sexual assault, shall be
punished with imprisonment of either
description for a term which shall not be
less than three years but which may
extend to five years, and shall also be
liable to fine.
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D. —AGGRAVATED SEXUAL
ASSAULT AND PUNISHMENT THERE-
FOR

9. Aggravated sexual assault.— (a)
Whoever, being a police officer, commits
sexual assault on a child—

(i) within the limits of the police station
or premises where he is appointed; or

(ii) in the premises of any station house
whether or not situated in the police sta-
tion to which he is appointed; or

(iii) in the course of his duties or other-
wise; or

(iv) where he is known as, or identified
as a police officer; or

(b) whoever, being a member of the
armed forces or security forces, commits
sexual assault on a child—

(i) within the limits of the area to which
the person is deployed; or

(i) in any areas under the command of
the security or armed forces; or

(iii) in the course of his duties or other-
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wise; or

(iv) where he is known or identified as a
member of the security or armed forces; or

(c) whoever being a public servant
commits sexual assault on a child; or

(d) whoever being on the management
or on the staff of a jail, or remand home or
protection home or observation home, or
other place of custody or care and protec-
tion established by or under any law for
the time being in force commits sexual
assault on a child being inmate of such jail
or remand home or protection home or
observation home or other place of cus-
tody or care and protection; or

(e) whoever being on the management
or staff of a hospital, whether Government
or private, commits sexual assault on a
child in that hospital; or

(f) whoever being on the management
or staff of an educational institution or reli-
gious institution, commits sexual assault
on a child in that institution; or

(g) whoever commits gang sexual
assault on a child.

Explanation.—when a child is subjected
to sexual assault by one or more persons
of a group in furtherance of their common
intention, each of such persons shall be
deemed to have committed gang sexual
assault within the meaning of this clause
and each of such person shall be liable for
that act in the same manner as if it were
done by him alone; or
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(h) whoever commits sexual assault on
a child using deadly weapons, fire, heated
substance or corrosive substance; or

7

(i) whoever commits sexual assault
causing grievous hurt or causing bodily
harm and injury or injury to the sexual
organs of the child; or

() whoever commits sexual assault on
a child, which—

(i) physically incapacitates the child or
causes the child to become mentally ill as
defined under clause (I) of section 20of the
Mental Health Act, 1987 (14 of 1987) or
causes impairment of any kind so as to
render the child unable to perform regular
tasks, temporarily or permanently; or

(i) inflicts the child with Human
Immunodeficiency Virus or any other life
threatening disease or infection which may
either temporarily or permanently impair
the child by rendering him physically inca-
pacitated, or mentally ill to perform regular
tasks; or

(k) whoever, taking advantage of a
child’s mental or physical disability, com-
mits sexual assault on the child; or

(I) whoever commits sexual assault on
the child more than once or repeatedly; or

(m) whoever commits sexual assault on
a child below twelve years; or

(n) whoever, being a relative of the
child through blood or adoption or mar-
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riage or guardianship or in foster care, or
having domestic relationship with a parent
of the child, or who is living in the same or
shared household with the child, commits
sexual assault on such child; or

(o) whoever, being in the ownership or
management or staff, of any institution pro-
viding services to the child, commits sexu-
al assault on the child in such institution;
or

(p) whoever, being in a position of trust
or authority of a child, commits sexual
assault on the child in an institution or
home of the child or anywhere else; or

(q) whoever commits sexual assault on
a child knowing the child is pregnant; or

(r) whoever commits sexual assault on
a child and attempts to murder the child;
or

(s) whoever commits sexual assault on
a child in the course of communal or sec-
tarian violence; or

(t) whoever commits sexual assault on
a child and who has been previously con-
victed of having committed any offence
under this Act or any sexual offence pun-
ishable under any other law for the time
being in force; or

(u) whoever commits sexual assault on
a child and makes the child to strip or
parade naked in public, is said to commit
aggravated sexual assault.

10. Punishment for aggravated sexual
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assault.—Whoever, commits aggravated
sexual assault shall be punished with
imprisonment of either description for a
term which shall not be less than five
years but which may extend to seven
years, and shall also be liable to fine.
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E.—SEXUAL HARASSMENT AND
PUNISHMENT THEREFOR

11. Sexual harassment.—A person is
said to commit sexual harassment upon a
child when such person with sexual
intent,—

(i) utters any word or makes any sound,
or makes any gesture or exhibits any
object or part of body with the intention
that such word or sound shall be heard, or
such gesture or object or part of body shall
be seen by the child; or

(i) makes a child exhibit his body or
any part of his body so as it is seen by
such person or any other person; or

(iif) shows any object to a child in any
form or media for pornographic purposes;
or

(iv) repeatedly or constantly follows or
watches or contacts a child either directly
or through electronic, digital or any other
means; or

(v) threatens to use, in any form of
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media, a real or fabricated depiction
through electronic, film or digital or any
other mode, of any part of the body of the
child or the involvement of the child in a
sexual act; or

(vi) entices a child for pornographic pur-
poses or gives gratification therefor.

8

Explanation.—Any question which
involves “sexual intent” shall be a question
of fact.
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12. Punishment for sexual harass-
ment.—Whoever, commits sexual harass-
ment upon a child shall be punished with
imprisonment of either description for a
term which may extend to three years and
shall also be liable to fine.
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USING CHILD FOR PORNOGRAPHIC
PURPOSES AND PUNISHMENT THERE-
FOR

13. Use of child for pornographic pur-
poses.—Whoever, uses a child in any form
of media (including programme or adver-
tisement telecast by television channels or
internet or any other electronic form or
printed form, whether or not such pro-
gramme or advertisement is intended for
personal use or for distribution), for the
purposes of sexual gratification, which
includes—

(a) representation of the sexual organs
of a child,;

(b) usage of a child engaged in real or
simulated sexual acts (with or without pen-
etration);

(c) the indecent or obscene representa-
tion of a child, shall be guilty of the offence
of using a child for pornographic purposes.

Explanation: For the purposes of this
section, the expression “use a child” shall
include involving a child through any medi-
um like print, electronic, computer or any
other technology for preparation, produc-
tion, offering, transmitting, publishing, facil-
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itation and distribution of the pornographic
material.

14. Punishment for using child for
pornographic purposes: (1) Whoever, uses
a child or children for pornographic pur-
poses shall be punished with imprison-
ment of either description which may
extend to five years and shall also be
liable to fine and in the event of second or
subsequent conviction with imprisonment
of either description for a term which may
extend to seven years and also be liable
to fine.

(2) If the person using the child for
pornographic purposes commits an
offence referred to in section 3, by directly
participating in pornographic acts, he shall
be punished with imprisonment of either
description for a term which shall not be
less than ten years but which may extend
to imprisonment for life, and shall also be
liable to fine.

(3) If the person using the child for
pornographic purposes commits an
offence referred to in section 5, by directly
participating in pornographic acts, he shall
be punished with rigorous imprisonment
for life and shall also be liable to fine.

(4) If the person using the child for
pornographic purposes commits an
offence referred to in section 7, by directly
participating in pornographic acts, he shall
be punished with imprisonment of either
description for a term which shall not be
less than six years but which may extend
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to eight years, and shall also be liable to
fine.

(5) If the person using the child for
pornographic purposes commits an
offence referred to in section 9, by directly
participating in pornographic acts, he shall
be punished with imprisonment of either
description for a term which shall not be
less than eight years but which may
extend to ten years, and shall also be
liable to fine.

15. Punishment for storage of porno-
graphic material involving child.—Any per-
son, who stores, for commercial purposes
any pornographic material in any form
involving a child shall be punished with
imprisonment of either description which
may extend to three years or with fine or
with both.
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(n) "sexual harassment" includes

any one or more of the following unwel-
come acts or behavior (whether directly or
by implication) namely:

(i) physical contact and advances; or

(i) a demand or request for sexual
favours; or

(iif) making sexually coloured remarks; or

(iv) showing pornography; or

(v) any other unwelcome physical, verbal
or non-verbal conduct of sexual nature;

(o) "workplace" includes

(i) any department, organisation, under-
taking, establishment, enterprise, institution,
office, branch or unit which is established,
owned, controlled or wholly or substantially
financed by funds provided directly or indi-
rectly by the appropriate Government or the
local authority or a Government company or
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a corporation or a co-operative society;

(ii) any private sector organisation or a
private venture, undertaking, enterprise,
institution, establishment, society, trust,
non-governmental organisation, unit or
service provider carrying on commercial,
professional, vocational, educational, enter-
tainmental, industrial, health services or
financial activities including production, sup-
ply, sale, distribution or service;

(iii) hospitals or nursing homes;

(iv) any sports institute, stadium, sports
complex or competition or games venue,
whether residential or not used for training,
sports or other activities relating thereto;

(v) any place visited by the employee
arising out of or during the course of
employment including transportation by the
employer for undertaking such journey;

(vi) a dwelling place or a house;

(p) "unorganised sector" in relation to a
workplace means an enterprise owned by
individuals or self-employed workers and
engaged in the production or sale of goods
or providing service of any kind whatsoever,
and where the enterprise employs workers,
the number of such workers is less than
ten.
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4., Constitution of Internal Complaints
Committee. (1) Every employer of a work-
place shall, by an order in writing, constitute
a Committee to be known as the "Internal
Complaints Committee™: Provided that
where the offices or administrative units of
the workplace are located at different
places or divisional or sub-divisional level,
the Internal Committee shall be constituted
at all administrative units or offices.

(2) The Internal Committees shall consist
of the following members to be nominated
by the employer, namely:

(a) a Presiding Officer who shall be a
woman employed at a senior level at work-
place from amongst the employees:

Provided that in case a senior level
woman employee is not available, the
Presiding Officer shall be nominated from
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other offices or administrative units of the
workplace referred to in sub-section(1):

Provided further that in case the other
offices or administrative units of the work-
place do not have a senior level woman
employee, the Presiding Officer shall be
nominated from any other workplace of the
same employer or other department or
organisation;

(b) not less than two Members from
amongst employees preferably committed
to the cause of women or who have had
experience in social work or have legal
knowledge;

(c) one member from amongst non-gov-
ernmental organisations or associations
committed to the cause of women or a per-
son familiar with the issues relating to sexu-
al harassment:

Provided that at least one-half of the
total Members so nominated shall be
women.

(3) The Presiding Officer and every
Member of the Internal Committee shall
hold office for such period, not exceeding
three years, from the date of their nomina-
tion as may be specified by the employer.

(4) The Member appointed from amongst
the non-governmental organisations or
associations shall be paid such fees or
allowances for holding the proceedings of
the Internal Committee, by the employer, as
may be prescribed.

(5) Where the Presiding Officer or any
Member of the Internal Committee,

(a) contravenes the provisions of section
16; or

(b) has been convicted for an offence or
an inquiry into an offence under any law for
the time being in force is pending against
him; or
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(c) he has been found quilty in any disci-
plinary proceedings or a disciplinary pro-
ceeding is pending against him; or

(d) has so abused his position as to ren-
der his continuance in office prejudicial to
the public interest,

such Presiding Officer or Member, as the
case may be, shall be removed from the
Committee and the vacancy so created or
any casual vacancy shall be filled by fresh
nomination in accordance with the provi-
sions of this section.

CONSTITUTION OF LOCAL COM-
PLAINTS COMMITTEE

5. Notification of District Officer.The
appropriate Government may notify a
District Magistrate or Additional District
Magistrate or the Collector or Deputy
Collector as a District Officer for every
District to exercise powers or discharge
functions under this Act.

6. Constitution and jurisdiction of 1[Local
Committee].(1) Every District Officer shall
constitute in the district concerned, a com-
mittee to be known as the "1[Local
Committee]" to receive complaints of

1. Subs. by Act 23 of 2016, s. 3 and the
Second Schedule, for "Local Complaints
Committee" (w.e.f. 6-5-2016). 7

sexual harassment from establishments
where the 1[Internal Committee] has not
been constituted due to having less than
ten workers or if the complaint is against
the employer himself.

(2) The District Officer shall designate
one nodal officer in every block, taluka and
tehsil in rural or tribal area and ward or
municipality in the urban area, to receive
complaints and forward the same to the
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concerned 2[Local Committee] within a peri-
od of seven days.

(3) The jurisdiction of the 2[Local
Committee] shall extend to the areas of the
district where it is constituted.

7. Composition, tenure and other terms
and conditions of 2[Local Committee].(1)
The 2[Local Committee] shall consist of the
following members to be nominated by the
District Officer, namely:

(a) a Chairperson to be nominated from
amongst the eminent women in the field of
social work and committed to the cause of
women;

(b) one Member to be nominated from
amongst the women working in block, talu-
ka or tehsil or ward or municipality in the
district;

(c) two Members, of whom at least one
shall be a woman, to be nominated from
amongst such non-governmental organisa-
tions or associations committed to the
cause of women or a person familiar with
the issues relating to sexual harassment,
which may be prescribed:

Provided that at least one of the nomi-
nees should, preferably, have a background
in law or legal knowledge:

Provided further that at least one of the
nominees shall be a woman belonging to
the Scheduled Castes or the Scheduled
Tribes or the Other Backward Classes or
minority community notified by the Central
Government, from time to time;

(d) the concerned officer dealing with the
social welfare or women and child develop-
ment in the district, shall be a member ex
officio.

(2) The Chairperson and every Member
of the Local Committee shall hold office for
such period, not exceeding three years,
form the date of their appointment as may
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be specified by the District Officer.

(3) Where the Chairperson or any
Member of the 2[Local Committee]

(a) contravenes the provisions of section
16; or

(b) has been convicted for an offence or
an inquiry into an offence under any law for
the time being in force is pending against
him; or

(c) has been found guilty in any discipli-
nary proceedings or a disciplinary proceed-
ing is pending against him; or

(d) has so abused his position as to ren-
der his continuance in office prejudicial to
the public interest,

such Chairperson or Member, as the
case may be, shall be removed from the
Committee and the vacancy so created or
any casual vacancy shall be filled by fresh
nomination in accordance with the provi-
sions of this section.

(4) The Chairperson or Members of the
Local Committee other than the Members
nominated under clauses (b) and (d) of sub-
section (1) shall be entitled to such fees or
allowances for holding the proceedings of
the Local Committee as may be prescribed.
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67. Punishment for publishing or trans-
mitting obscene material in electronic
form.Whoever publishes or transmits or
causes to be published or transmitted in
the electronic form, any material which is
lascivious or appeals to the prurient inter-
est or if its effect is such as to tend to
deprave and corrupt persons who are like-
ly, having regard to all relevant circum-
stances, to read, see or hear the matter
contained or embodied in it, shall be pun-
ished on first conviction with imprisonment
of either description for a term which may
extend to three years and with fine which
may extend to five lakh rupees and in the
event of second or subsequent conviction
with imprisonment of either description for
a term which may extend to five years and
also with fine which may extend to ten
lakh rupees.
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67A. Punishment for publishing or
transmitting of material containing sexually
explicit act, etc., in electronic
form.Whoever publishes or transmits or
causes to be published or transmitted in
the electronic form any material which
contains sexually explicit act or conduct
shall be punished on first conviction with
imprisonment of either description for a
term which may extend to five years and
with fine which may extend to ten lakh
rupees and in the event of second or sub-
sequent conviction with imprisonment of
either description for a term which may
extend to seven years and also with fine
which may extend to ten lakh rupees.
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67B. Punishment for publishing or
transmitting of material depicting children
in sexually explicit act, etc., in electronic
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form.Whoever,

(a) publishes or transmits or causes to
be published or transmitted material in any
electronic form which depicts children
engaged in sexually explicit act or con-
duct; or

(b) creates text or digital images, col-
lects, seeks, browses, downloads, adver-
tises, promotes, exchanges or distributes
material in any electronic form depicting
children in obscene or indecent or sexually
explicit manner; or

(c) cultivates, entices or induces chil-
dren to online relationship with one or
more children for and on sexually explicit
act or in a manner that may offend a rea-
sonable adult on the computer resource;
or

(d) facilitates abusing children online,
or

(e) records in any electronic form own
abuse or that of others pertaining to sexu-
ally explicit act with children,

shall be punished on first conviction
with imprisonment of either description for
a term which may extend to five years and
with fine which may extend to ten lakh
rupees and in the event of second or sub-
sequent conviction with imprisonment of
either description for a term which may
extend to seven years and also with fine
which may extend to ten lakh rupees:

Provided that provisions of section 67,
section 67A and this section does not
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extend to any book, pamphlet, paper, writ-
ing, drawing, painting representation or fig-
ure in electronic form

(i) the publication of which is proved to
be justified as being for the public good on
the ground that such book, pamphlet,
paper, writing, drawing, painting represen-
tation or figure is the interest of science,
literature, art or learning or other objects of
general concern; or

(ii) which is kept or used for bona fide
heritage or religious purposes.

ExplanationFor the purposes of this
section,
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3. Penalty for giving or taking dowry.

5[(1)] If any person, after the commence-
ment of this Act, gives or takes or abets the
giving or taking of dowry, he shall be punish-
able 6[with imprisonment for a term which
shall not be less than 7[five years, and with
fine which shall not be less than fifteen thou-
sand rupees or the amount of the value of
such dowry, whichever is more]:

Provided that the Court may, for adequate
and special reasons to be recorded in the
judgment, impose a sentence of imprison-
ment for a term of less than 8|[five years].]

9[(2) Nothing in sub-section (1) shall apply
to, or in relation to,

(a) presents which are given at the time of
a marriage to the bride (without any demand
having been made in that behalf):

Provided that such presents are entered in
a list maintained in accordance with the rules
made under this Act;

(b) presents which are given at the time of
a marriage to the bridegroom (without any
demand having been made in that behalf):

Provided that such presents are entered in
a list maintained in accordance with the rules
made under this Act: Provided further that
where such presents are made by or on
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behalf of the bride or any person related to
the bride, such presents are of a customary
nature and the value thereof is not excessive
having regard to the financial status of the
person by whom, or on whose behalf, such
presents are given.]

1[4. Penalty for demanding dowry.If any
person demands, directly or indirectly, from
the parents or other relatives or guardian of a
bride or bridegroom, as the case may be, any
dowry, he shall be punishable with imprison-
ment for a term which shall not be less than
six months, but which may extend to two
years and with fine which may extend to ten
thousand rupees:

Provided that the Court may, for adequate
and special reasons to be mentioned in the
judgment, impose a sentence of imprison-
ment for a term of less than six months.]
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304B. Dowry death.(1) Where the death of
a woman is caused by any burns or bodily
injury or occurs otherwise than under normal
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circumstances within seven years of her mar-
riage and it is shown that soon before her
death she was subjected to cruelty or harass-
ment by her husband or any relative of her
husband for, or in connection with, any
demand for dowry, such death shall be called
"dowry death", and such husband or relative
shall be deemed to have caused her death.

Explanation.For the purposes of this sub-
section, "dowry" shall have the same mean-
ing as in section 2 of the Dowry Prohibition
Act, 1961 (28 of 1961).

(2) Whoever commits dowry death shall be
punished with imprisonment for a term which
shall not be less than seven years but which
may extend to imprisonment for life.]
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498A. Husband or relative of husband of a
woman subjecting her to cruelty.Whoever,
being the husband or the relative of the hus-
band of a woman, subjects such woman to
cruelty shall be punished with imprisonment
for a term which may extend to three years
and shall also be liable to fine.

Explanation.For the purposes of this sec-
tion, "cruelty” means

(a) anywilful conduct which is of such a
nature as is likely to drive the woman to com-
mit suicide or to cause grave injury or danger
to life, limb or health (whether mental or
physical) of the woman; or

(b) harassment of the woman where such
harassment is with a view to coercing her or
any person related to her to meet any unlaw-
ful demand for any property or valuable secu-
rity or is on account of failure by her or any
person related to her to meet such demand.]
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OFFENCES RELATINGTO MARRIAGE

493. Cohabitation caused by a man
deceitfully inducing a belief of lawful mar-
riage.Every man who by deceit causes any
woman who is not lawfully married to him to
believe that she is lawfully married to him and
to cohabit or have sexual intercourse with
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him in that belief, shall be punished with
imprisonment of either description for a term
which may extend to ten years, and shall also
be liable to fine.
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494. Marrying again during lifetime of hus-
band or wife.Whoever, having a husband or
wife living, marries in any case in which such
marriage is void by reason of its taking place
during the life of such husband or wife, shall
be punished with imprisonment of either
description for a term which may extend to
seven years, and shall also be liable to fine.

Exception.This section does not extend to
any person whose marriage with such hus-
band or wife has been declared void by a
Court of competent jurisdiction,

nor to any person who contracts a mar-
riage during the life of a former husband or
wife, if such husband or wife, at the time of
the subsequent marriage, shall have been
continually absent from such person for the
space of seven years, and shall not have
been heard of by such person as being alive
within that time provided the person contract-
ing such subsequent marriage shall, before
such marriage takes place, inform the person
with whom such marriage is contracted of the
real state of facts so far as the same are
within his or her knowledge.
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